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Do you know that ASEAN stands for Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations and there are ten member states 

in ASEAN? They are Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Every year, one of the ten 
ASEAN Member States takes turns to chair ASEAN. Brunei 

Darussalam is the Chair of ASEAN for 2021.

Learn more about Brunei’s unique culture and attractions 
this International Friendship Day!

International 
Friendship Day
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A Place Called Home
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A Place Called Home

Do you know that some people live on floating homes? For 
more than 600 years, people have lived in the water 
village of Kampong Ayer in Brunei. This is one of the 

largest water settlements in Southeast Asia.

Today, Kampong Ayer is home to more than 9000 people. 
The buildings sit on top of wooden stilts on the water’s 
surface, and the village has electricity, air conditioning 

and internet access!

Photo: Sophie James / Shutterstock

FUN FACTS
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The water village is made 
up of 30 smaller villages, all 
interconnected by wooden 
walkways. Even though 
many of the buildings seem 
small, the village is 
equipped with hospitals, 
schools, shops and 
restaurants.

Wondering how the locals travel around while living 
on water? There are boats and water taxis to take 
people around. Some residents also commute by 
boat to work in the city.

In many parts of Asia, people are moving away 
from traditional lifestyles such as living in villages. 
But in Brunei, traditional lifestyles on water evolved 
and progressed to keep up with the times. New 
houses, schools and mosques are still built and 
refurbished at Kampong Ayer today.

Photo: khong katesorn / Shutterstock

Photo: Adwo / Shutterstock

Scan the QR code 
below and take a 
virtual trip to Brunei’s 
Kampong Ayer:
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Yurt in Mongolia

Bamboo house in Thailand

Have you ever wondered what houses look like in other 
countries? Many unique houses exist across the world. They 

are different due to geographical locations and the 
country's history. 

Together with your family, find out and get to know some 
interesting types of houses.

Here are some examples:

Igloo in Canada

“Honai” house in Indonesia

“Hanok” in Korea

“Cueva” in Spain

FAMILY TIME
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In 2017, Yui Pow-Redford made history by travelling to 193 countries in 17 years. 

It all started with her curiosity to see the world. 

She saw big cities and small towns, rich countries and developing ones. She even 
saw the North and South Poles! She experienced different cultures and learned 
important life skills. But the most precious thing she gained was an appreciation 
for human connection.

Yui says, "I found that values like love, kindness, compassion and empathy exist in 
all cultures of the world."

That is one thing that connects all humankind.

On her journeys, Yui has experienced countless acts of kindness from locals and 
strangers.

"It can be as simple as a friendly smile or greeting, or going out of their way to 
help you. It means a lot when people don't expect anything in return," she says.

IN THE NEWS

Lessons  this  Singaporean  
learnt  from  visiting  every 
country  in  the  world
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The kindness of strangers
She recalls the time she got caught in a dangerous situation in Sierra Leone, a 
West African country and one of the poorest in the world. She was walking 
alone at night when a group of youths tried to attack her and steal her 
valuables. 

"There was no way I could have escaped," she recalls. "But in the nick of time, a 
car pulled up."

A passing couple had noticed what was happening and came to her rescue. 
They shouted at the youths, told Yui to get into their car, and took her safely to 
her next destination. They would not allow Yui to pay them or even buy them a 
meal as thanks. All Yui could do was send them text messages thanking them 
for saving her life.

Friendships around the world
It's not only big gestures that Yui remembers. She also cherishes smaller 
gestures, like people sharing the little food they had or inviting her into their 
homes. 

When she visited Libya, her guide and his family opened up their simple home 
to her. Thanks to the Internet, she is still in touch with them - and many other 
friends from around the world. 

Helping global communities
Travel has also given Yui a greater awareness and empathy towards the world.

On her first trip to Tanzania, Africa, her guide suggested bringing along some 
items to give to the locals. She packed some spare hats, gloves and T-shirts.

Messages of thanks, from Yui to her 
kind rescuers

Yui with friends from Germany, Uruguay and 
Guyana on a boat off an island in Belize

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP DAY / 11



Home is where the heart is
For someone who has been to all the countries in the world, 
where would she choose to live?

Having been to so many different parts of the world has 
completely changed her idea of home. 

"Home is a place where I feel comfortable and happy, a place 
where I can return to any time," says Yui. "Singapore is 
somewhere I would always be very happy."

"When I presented these gifts to the locals, they were so 
grateful and happy. It made me think, 'how many of us have 
items that are collecting dust in our wardrobes when they can 
be used by someone else around the world?"

With this in mind, Yui started Goodyus, a non-profit entity that 
supports charities worldwide. 

"I realised that I can make a difference in someone's life 
somewhere. And that very little can go a long way... It doesn't 
really cost a lot of money to be kind," she remarks. 

During COVID-19, for example, Goodyus supports schools by 
donating digital materials. Yui designed worksheets to help 
students from emerging countries with their language skills. 

Distributing gifts and supplies to children in Morondava, Madagascar

Article is adapted from online newsletter ‘The Pride’ and edited for length.

MORE STORIES ON 
PRIDE.KINDNESS.SG

Photo credits: Yui Pow-Redford
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Kindness
Mailbox

International Friendship Day encourages everyone to build 
good relationships with friends from different countries.

In your school, what would you share with a friend from 
another country about living in Singapore?

Write down your thoughts on this page or send in your response through
https://mailbox.kindness.sg

Name:
School:
Home Address*: 

Class:

*Receive a personal reply from the Kindness Headquarters when you send in your response. 
(Parental consent required)

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP DAY / 13



Agents of Kindness
Singapore Kindness Movement

61 Stamford Road
#01-08 Stamford Court 

Singapore 178892

TEAR OUT THIS PAGE AND SEND IT TO US.

POST IT BY SNAIL MAIL TO:
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Kindness
Mailbox FEATURED!     

We can do our part by being responsible and vigilant online.

Do’s:
 1.  Use different passwords containing at least 12   
    characters of upper and lower case letters and   
    numbers for online accounts.
 2. Be careful with online deals that sound too good 
    to be true.

Don’ts:
 1.  Reply to links sent by strangers.
 2. Share personal information online.
 3. Meet strangers you know online in real life alone.

– Katikareddy Samyutha, Junyuan Primary School, Class P6 Resilience

As an Agent of Kindness, what can you 

do to play your part in Total Defence?
2021 / Issue 1

As Agents of Kindness, we can do many things to play a 
part in Total Defence. We should pay attention during 
lockdowns or firedrills so that we know what to do in case 
of an emergency. We can also be safe, alert and 
responsible online. We should never give out personal 
information such as home address and phone number to 
others. By doing this, we will all have a fun and safe time 
online! Lastly, we can be upstanders who speak up for 
someone and offer help to the people around us.

– Thea Pereira, CHIJ Our Lady of the Nativity, Class 5 Peace
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I will contribute to digital defence by using strong passwords 
for my accounts. I will contribute to social defence by being 
kind and helping people. I will conserve energy by switching 
off the lights and fans when they are not in use. I will also use 
energy saving appliances.

– Swasthikaa Sree, Edgefield Primary School, Class 6 Patience

mailbox 

Kindness
Mailbox FEATURED!     

I can do my part by remembering to wear a mask when I go 
out. I can also wash my hands after every activity I do and 
wipe down the canteen table after eating. 

I can contribute to digital defence by learning how to spot 
fake news and stop them from spreading. 

To fight the pandemic, we need to work together to keep 
Singapore safe!

– Klara Lee Kai Xuan, Anchor Green Primary School, Class 6C

I can contribute to economic defence. My brother and I 
created videos on saving water and shared them with our 
school to spread awareness. Today, before leaving for school, 
I noticed water leakage in the sink area. I informed my 
grandfather who later got it fixed.

– Jhanvi Kumar, P5
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